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Abstract:

This study examines the authenticity of Isnad (chain of narrators) in Sahifah
(book) of Imam al-Rida (PBUH), quoted in the 4" century of Hijri by Darqut-
ni, a great Sunni scholar. Some have criticized Abdullah bin Ahmad, one nar-
rator of the mentioned book. Precise examining the narrators in this research,
it is proved that the mentioned narrator not only must not be subjected to any
kind of critique but also counted as one of the great scholars and jurists of
his age who compiled many books, as well as trusted by multiple Shia and
Sunni scholars. As the findings show, the mere reason backs to criticize this
narrator is the content of Sahifah, which includes some Ahadith (traditions)
regarding the virtues of Amir al-Mu minin ‘Al7 ibn Abt Talib (PBUH), and the
proofs of His immediate succession. Referring to the descriptions stated of
Abdullah bin Ahmad s life in the books of Tarajim (Biographies), it becomes
clear that 7bn Jawzi, a well-known enemy of the progeny of the Messenger
of Allah (SWT) and the Shiites, is the primary source of the insult and false
accusation against him. Precise examining the perspectives of the scholars on
Jarh Wa Ta ‘dil (criticism and praise) i.e. Rijal science in different centuries,
it is proved that the majority of Sunni scholars have not accepted /bn JawzT's
view about Abdullah bin Ahmad whereas have quoted Abdullah’s Hadith in
their own books. Therefore, what is considered definite is the rejection of the
false accusation against Abdullah bin Ahmad in respect of the Isnad of this
noble Sahifah. Only those who have declared their enmity with the Ahl al-
Bayt of the Messenger of Allah (PBUT) have repeated /bn Jawzi's words and
attributed Abdullah bin Ahmad as a liar.
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