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Abstract:

The permissibility of Tawassul (recourse) as a legitimate doctrine is basically ac-
cepted by all Islamic sects, although a variety of ideas are found concerning some
of'its Masadiq (extensions). There are three extensions of recourse that are entirely
agreed upon, namely proximity to Allah (SWT) through having recourse to the
divine names and attributes, to the righteous deeds, and to the prayers of the alive
righteous. Following /bn Teymiyyah, the majority of Salafists consider the recourse
to the dead people as absolutely forbidden and an example of Bid’ah (innovation).
Furthermore, they reject and consider an extension of Shirk (polytheism) the re-
course to living beings’ essence, position, and dignity.

Since the majority of Muslims have objected to the mentioned perspective, some
contemporary Salafi experts have tried to substantiate their point of view and re-
spond to the opponents’ objections. Emphasizing the views of Nasir al-Din al-Al-
bani, the arguments of this group have been criticized in this study, and the inad-
equacy of which has been substantiated. The approach of the article is to examine
the Isnads (chains of transmission) and the Dilalah (signification) of available
Ahadith (traditions) regarding Tawassul, which have been cited by the opponents
and supporters. Proving the legitimacy of 7Tawassul, even on the basis of the sourc-
es accepted by the Salafists, can make preliminaries to reduce the disputes of opin-
ions that have necessitated long-standing religious conflicts as well as the misuses
of contemporary Takfirt movements so far.
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