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Abstract:

One of the immutable divine traditions is Istikhlaf (succession), which refers
to the rule of the divine vicegerents on the earth. Based on this ancient prec-
edent practiced in different nations according to the verses of the Qur’an,
the Messenger of God has also introduced Imam Ali as his successor. The
present article seeks to answer the question as to how to prove the precedent
of succession in the succession of the Messenger of God. In order to answer
this question, interpretive, historical and narrative data have been collected
through library method of data collection and explained in a descriptive-an-
alytical method. The analysis of the collected data showed that referring to
and specifying the succession of Imam Ali (a) by the Messenger of God has
been a frequent practice in the Prophet’s life and that the Prophet, relying on
the divine tradition of succession, in order to choose a successor as practiced

by the divine prophets, has specified the succession of Imam Ali (a).
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