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jep.2022.297837.1338 One of the most challenging issues regarding Imamate is the acceptance of

PP this doctrine as a principle of the religion. Many Sunnis consider monothe-

ism, prophethood and resurrection as the principles of the religion and view
BY NC . . . . . .

COpYNgNIO the authors Imamate as one falling into the category of jurisprudential issues as far as the

principles of the religion are concerned. Unlike them, the Imamiyeh recognize
this doctrine as one of the pillars and principles of the religion. In addition to
the many hadiths that can be used as evidence in this regard in Sunni and Shi’i
narrated hadiths, this issue should be scrutinized from a source such as the Holy
Qur’an accepted by all Muslims. Using Sunni authentic interpretative sources,
this article endeavors to clarify the view of the Holy Qur’an on this issue utilizing
the method of Jidal al-Ahsan “best or better debates”. After defining the key-
words, the principle of Imamate in the Holy Quran is discussed. The following
three categories of luminous verses of the Holy Quran are used to support this
argument: The superiority of the position of Imamate over prophethood in some
verses like the verse “I am making you the Imam of mankind”, the duties of the
prophets in society such as the verse “We appointed amongst them imams to
guide the people by Our command”, and metaphorical verses like the verse ..
and then settled on the Throne”

Key words: Principle of the religion, Principle of Imamate, Necessity of Imamate,

Recognition as an ancillary of the religion, recognition as a principle
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