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A Reassessment of the Concept of the Compan-
ions’ Justice in Light of a Single Narration®
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Abstract

After the passing of the Messenger of God, the primary cause of division among
Muslims was the issue of the Prophet’s succession. This issue, for the Shi‘a—the
followers of Amir al-Mu minin—stemmed from the belief in divine Imamate.
The Imamiyya obtained their religious teachings from the Twelve Imams, citing
their infallibility (‘ismah) as the evidence for the validity of these teachings. On
the other hand, the followers of Saqifah chose their religious teachings through
the path of the Companions, citing the “justice of the Companions” (‘adalat al-
sahabah) as the evidence for the validity of their sayings.

The concept of the “justice of the Companions” is a fundamental pillar of
Sunni theology, by which the authenticity of all narrations and events of early
Islam is measured. This belief'is so deeply rooted that it rejects any attribution
of wrongdoing or sin to the Prophet’s Companions. Therefore, examining the
issue of the “justice of the Companions” appears necessary. Accordingly,
this paper critiques this concept by examining a well-known narration in
authoritative Sunni hadith and exegetical sources. Using a descriptive-
analytical method and a critical approach, this research seeks to prove the
authenticity and resolve the ambiguities of the chain of transmission (isnad)
and indication (dalalah) of this narration. The analysis shows that certain
flaws in the isnad, such as interruption (irsal), criticism of narrators (jarh),
and nominal similarity, can be resolved based on Sunni principles. Likewise,
textual and semantic objections, such as inconsistency with the Meccan
origin of Sirat al-Hijr, lack of conformity with the context of the verses, and
the absence of a mosque in Mecca at the beginning of the mission, can be
answered through historical and Qur’anic evidence. Ultimately, it was found
that the “justice of the ompanions” is challenged by this narration.

Keywords: justice of the Companions; the eye-glancer (chashm-charan);
‘Amr ibn Malik; non-mahram; Siarat al-Hijr.
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