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Abstract

One of the requirements of hadith and historical studies concerning the major
events of early Islam is to clarify and analyze the narrations and reports about
the first Muslim and the first believer in the Messenger of God (peace be upon
him). The importance of this issue lies in the fact that being the first Muslim
is a very lofty virtue, and the existence of conflicting narrations in this area
calls for an independent study. Therefore, it is necessary to find an answer and
present a realistic analysis from among the many diverse narrations, especially
since the existing reports confirm that Amir al-Mu minin ‘Alf (peace be upon
him) was the first Muslim, while certain political-religious currents sought
to strip him of this important virtue by assigning it to other figures through
fabricated reports. Using a library-based method and a descriptive-analytical
approach, this study examines the issue. The findings show that, based on
notable mutawatir narrations and reports, Amir al-Mu 'minin ‘Al (peace be
upon him) was, without any doubt, the first Muslim and the first believer in
the Messenger of God (peace be upon him), and that the reports concerning the
precedence of other early Islamic figures—Zayd ibn Harithah, Abt Bakr, and
Khadija (peace be upon her)—in believing in the Messenger of God (peace be
upon him) suffer from isnad and semantic problems and are not acceptable.

Keywords: first Muslim; virtue; ma‘nawi tawatur; Amir al-Mu ' minin; Khadija;
Zayd ibn Harithah; Abt Bakr.
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