Research Article

Emamatpajouhi,
Thirteenth year, vol .1
Spring & Summer 2023
DOI:10.22034/
jep.2025.474374.1621

jep.emamat.ir

copyright© the authors

An Analysis and Evaluation of the Report
“Prophethood and Caliphate Will Never Be
Combined in One Household” from the Per-
spective of Both Schools’

‘Abd al-Majid Zahadat' [
Abstract

One of the evidences invoked by the Saqifah current in order to evade the
definitive texts on the immediate caliphate of Amir al-Mu minin (peace
be upon him) is the report that prophethood and succession do not come
together in one household. This idea has been narrated in various wordings
and through different reports, such as: “Prophethood and caliphate will never
be combined in one household.”

The notion that caliphate does not combine with prophethood in one
household has sometimes been traced back to certain Companions; in some
cases, they attributed it to the Messenger of God, and in other cases it has
been attributed to the reluctance of Quraysh. In this article, as far as possible
and by using sources acceptable to both schools, the chain of transmission
and the indication of the evidence for the non-combination of caliphate
and prophethood in one household are examined and analyzed. The article
also explains the main origin of these reports, namely the dominance of
factionalism.
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