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Authentication of the Hadith “'Ali Sayyid
al-'Arab” and Its Indication of the Immediate
Imamate of Amir al-Mu minin (peace be upon him)"
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Abstract

The hadith “*Alf Sayyid al-‘Arab” is one of the proofs used by the Shi‘a to
establish the rightfulness of Amir al-Mu’minin (peace be upon him), to the
extent that, by the admission of Sunni scholars, it is a nass for proving his
superiority. It will also be shown that this narration is a clear nass for proving
his Imamate as well. This noble hadith has been transmitted through various
routes in Sunni books. It should be noted that, for a narration to be used as
evidence, its authenticity must first be established and only then may its
indication be examined. For this reason, the present article selects this hadith
as narrated from ‘A’ishah in al-Mustadrak ‘ala al-Sahihayn of al-Hakim al-
NaysabiirT, examines each of its narrators individually, and verifies its chain of
transmission. It then examines the indication of the hadith for the immediate
Imamate of Amir al-Mu minin (peace be upon him) through clear nass and the
proof of superiority. The article shows that not only are the narrators of this
hadith free of significant criticism, but the hadith has also been transmitted
through multiple routes from eight Companions. Sunni scholars, in their
effort to weaken the hadith, have ignored its corroborating reports, follow-
up transmissions, and numerous routes. In the final section, by presenting the
statements of Sunni scholars regarding the hadith’s explicit indication of the
superiority of Amir al-Mu minin (peace be upon him), the reason for their
denial, weakening, and declaring it false becomes clear—so much so that they
even attacked and insulted any Sunni scholar who deemed it authentic.

Keywords: ‘Al Sayyid al-‘Arab; al-Mustadrak ‘ala al-Sahthayn; clear nass;
superiority; immediate Imamate.
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