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Qur’ani wa al-Ta wil al-Madhmim” Reprehen-
sible Interpretation™
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Abstract

The Verse of Purification is one of the most important verses of the Holy Qur’an in
explaining the position of the Prophet’s Ahl al-Bayt and establishing their infallibility
and Imamate. For this reason, over past centuries as well as in recent years, some Sunni
writers have attempted to present a different interpretation of the verse, portraying its
referents and implication in another way and thereby casting doubt on the theological
foundations of Shi‘ism. Among the recent studies in this field is an article entitled “Ayat
al-Tathir Bayna al-Siyaq al-Qur’ant wa al-Ta'wil al-Madhmiim.” Adopting a critical
approach toward the Shi‘i view, the author seeks, through appeal to the context of
the verses and literary analysis, to include the Prophet’s wives within “Ahl al-Bayt”
and to construe the divine will in the verse as legislative, thus denying its indication
of infallibility. Using an analytical-critical method and relying on authoritative Sunni
sources and principles, the present study examines and critiques the main views
advanced in that article. The findings show that, first, the occasion of revelation of
the Verse of Purification, based on sound and mutawatir reports in the sources of both
parties, exclusively concerns the People of the Cloak; reports including the wives are
weak. Second, literary-linguistic analysis and textual and transmitted indicators confirm
a specific meaning of “Ahl al-Bayt” that does not include the Prophet’s wives. Third,
the divine will in this verse is ontological, definitively removing all impurity and
bringing about the complete purification of the Ahl al-Bayt, thus clearly indicating their
infallibility. The article also offers reasoned responses to other objections raised in the
target article.

Keywords: Ahl al-Bayt; infallibility; Verse of Purification; occasion of
revelation; context; ontological will; legislative will.
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