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Abstract

The hadith known as the Hadith of Will (Hadith al-Wasiyyah) is the principal
proof invoked by Ahmad al-BasrT and his followers for his legitimacy.
They regard this hadith as a testament from the Noble Prophet which, by
being described as ‘asim min al-dalal, becomes a diagnostic nass, making
false reliance upon it impossible; thus, any false claimant would perish.
Consequently, since Ahmad al-BasrT has appealed to this hadith and has not
perished, he is deemed to be truthful.

Assuming that the Hadith of Will is attributable to the Noble Prophet, this
article first examines whether it is indeed described by the attribute ‘asim min
al-dalal. It shows that the transfer of this attribute to the Hadith of Will is based
solely on Sunni reports concerning the incident of the pen and inkpot, whereas
Shi‘i sources report otherwise. In Shi‘i sources, this event and the writing of a
testament after it all occurred on Monday—the day of the Prophet’s demise—
not before that, during the interval from Thursday to Sunday night. Therefore,
in addition to the Hadith of Will, which pertains to Sunday night, another
written document is reported to have been composed on Monday, and that is
the testament described by the Prophet as ‘asim min al-dalal.

It is also shown that, based on the principles advanced by this group, including
its being the final testament, the Hadith al-Thaqalayn takes precedence over
the Hadith of Will as the final Prophetic instruction to be followed. It is both
described as ‘asim min al-dalal and contains no indication of this group’s
claim, nor does it mention Ahmad by name.

Keywords: Ahmad al-Basri; Yamaniyyah; Hadith of Will; Hadith al-Thaqalayn;
refutational method; ‘asim min al-dalal
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