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Abstract

The personality and lofty status of Amir al-Mu minin ‘Alf (peace be upon him)
have received great attention and respect from many Sunni scholars. However,
Ibn Taymiyyah, a seventh-century scholar, held that insulting and disparaging the
personality of Amir al-Mu 'minin (peace be upon him) was permissible and harbored
enmity toward him. In his works, he described Amir al-Mu’minin (peace be upon
him) as despotic, arrogant, tyrannical, unjust, bloodthirsty, and devoted to power
and worldly life. In Ibn Taymiyyah’s view, all narrations indicating his virtues are
weak, contrary to their outward meaning, or in need of interpretation; in his works,
the Imam’s caliphate is also questioned and his battles are regarded as illegitimate.
However, by examining authoritative Sunni sources, it becomes clear that, based on
their own principles, anyone who disparages the personality of Amir al-Mu’ minin
(peace be upon him) and harbors enmity toward him is considered a nasibi, and
specific rulings apply to him. Since Ibn Taymiyyah’s ideas are still propagated by
the deviant Wahhabi sect, attention to his nasibi views is necessary. Research in
Sunni sources on Ibn Taymiyyah’s character shows that most Sunni scholars have
explicitly stated that his enmity toward Amir al-Mu’minin (peace be upon him) is
established; therefore, in light of the definitions of a nasibi, Ibn Taymiyyah was a
nasibt and is subject to its rulings. According to the consensus of Sunni scholars,
the rulings concerning a nasibi are the same as those concerning the ghulat and
the Kharijites, and such a person is regarded as equal to Jews, Christians, and
belligerent unbelievers. The novelty of this study lies in its descriptive-analytical
examination of the evidences for Ibn Taymiyyah’s nasb regarding the personality
of Amir al-Mu’minin from the perspective of Sunni scholars.
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