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An Examination of the Evidences for the Possi-
bility of Inadvertence and Error in the Imams
(peace be upon them) in Ordinary and Social
Matters’

‘Abd al-Karim Bayt Sayyahi' [N

Abstract

The issue of the Imam’s infallibility in personal and social matters is one of the
serious and important branches of the discussion of infallibility. The Imam’s
absolute infallibility is regarded as one of his essential characteristics, since
he is responsible for guiding people. People will not trust someone who falls
into error, inadvertence, or forgetfulness in matters related to themselves and
in his personal affairs. Such lack of trust leads to the absence of absolute
obedience and following; consequently, the wisdom and purpose of the
Imam’s existence are undermined.

Therefore, the possibility of error and inadvertence for the Imam is impossible
in any domain, because the Imam’s existential and rational essence, in view
of God’s special care and attention as well as the particular characteristics of
his creation, upbringing, and personal training, removes such a possibility.
By virtue of the special power of intellect and understanding he possesses,
the Imam is always able to perceive incidents and events in a true and
proper manner and never falls into error or forgetfulness. As is evident from
Qur’anic verses and other evidences, Satan, as the principal factor affecting
human forgetfulness and inadvertence, has no ability to influence the Imam’s
intellect and perception. This study aims to examine the evidences for the
possibility of error and forgetfulness of the Imams in ordinary matters. The
research method is descriptive-analytical and based on library sources.

Keywords: infallibility, forgetfulness, inadvertence, error, ordinary and social
matters.
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