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Abstract:

Protection of Jama’ah (the congregation), mostly known as Wahdah (unity)
nowadays, is one of the authentic Islamic doctrines that has always had a spe-
cial position among Muslims. The infallible Imams (PBUT) have expressed
numerous instructions and recommendations to preserve unity and avoid
schism. However, it is worth noting that the oppressing rulers have generally
misused this principle as a pretext and sometimes as leverage for political
enforcement. Meanwhile, Imam Hussain (PBUH) has taken the doctrine of
protecting Muslim congregations into consideration within one of the most
prominent periods of Islamic history as well as mentioned it in His words. His
acts and words on the way from Medina to Makkah and from Makkah toward
Karbala consist of significations by which we can make a model for protect-
ing the congregation and unity when we study them. This paper makes an
effort to extract the elements and features of this doctrine by studying the sig-
nification of historical and traditional propositions related to Imam Hussein’s
(PBUH) movement. The findings of this study, extracted from historical and
traditional propositions, contain the congregation formed around the infallible
Imam (PBUH), the general characteristics of the congregation, and then the
opposite concept of the congregation i.e. schism. Consequently, Wahdah finds
meaning based on Imam Himself (PBUH) in this conceptual sphere.
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