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Abstract:

The 3" sermon of Nakyj al-Balagha, called Al-Shigshigiyya, consists of the great-
est linguistic objectives in the most brilliant rhetorical formats. One of the mar-
velous literary formats refers back to various metaphors and allusions applied by
Imam Ali (PBUH) within the sermon. Examining the metaphors and allusions, it
is found that this sermon is beyond the level of standard speech and norm so that
can be highlighted in the addressees’ mind. Of course, the process of highlighting
is performed through various methods. Concentrating on the conceptual aims of
Imam Ali (PBUH), this study has merely evaluated the methods of metaphor and
allusion. Using the descriptive-analytical method, the results of the study show
that the examination of metaphorical and allusive highlights in the al-Shigshiqi-
yya sermon leads the addressees toward profound purposes and objectives e.g.
the true position of the Imamate, Imam’s perspective on people and state, some
behavioral traits of the antecedent caliphs, as well as presenting the current and
past situation of the community. Comprehending such objectives plays a pivotal
.role to analyze Imam Ali’s (PBUH) discourse of Imamate in Shiite thought
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