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Abstract:

One of the objections of Ahl al-Sunnah to the indication of the hadith of Ghadir
as a proof for Imamate is that Imam Ali (a) has not referred to this hadith. To an-
swer this, the Imamiyya consider Imam Ali’s reference to the hadith of Ghadir in
Al-Ruhba as an argument for Imamate. As these narrations are widely discussed
in the Musnad of Ahmad Ibn Hanbal and due to the validity and importance of
this book among the Sunnis, the narrations of the reference (of Imam Ali to the
hadith of Ghadir) in this book have been examined in terms of text, document
and meaning using analytical-critical method. In examining the text, the differ-
ences of some versions of the hadith texts have been discussed and the strength
and stability of the text has been proven. Despite the fame and frequency of nar-
rators and chains of these narrations, their chains have been carefully studied
based on the hadiths of Musnad Ahmad and with regard to the rijali principles
of Ahl al-Sunnah and finally most of them have been verified. The context and
occasion of the mentioned reference, accuracy in the concept of reference and
the method of the Imam in making the people bear witness, Abt I-Tufayl’s doubt
about the words of the Imam, the concealment of the Companions and the curse
of the Imam against them have been presented as evidence confirming that the
reference of the Imam to the hadith was as an explicit proof for Imamate. The
Sunni suspicions about the issuance of narrations and the implication of the nar-
rations of this reference concerning Imamate and limiting its meaning to the
request of assistance and help, which does not have the necessary strength, have
also been criticized.
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