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Absence of References in Discussions

Made by Religious Intellectuals about
Examples of “Imamate”

JavadAla al-Muhaddesin

Abstract

In discussions made by religious intellectuals in the recent years- in spite of
the existing debates about this term [religious intellectuals] and diversity of
their approaches-, many religious issues including those which fall within
the field of particularly Shi’i ideas have been challenged. Apart from certain
critiques already posed against these challenges, some prevalent structural
weak points in them may be mentioned.

One of such points concerns weakness in making references so that it may
be said that it is as if necessity of making reference to evidence for claims
has been deemed as something marginal or non-necessary and what that
is considered as being of importance is to provide some theories within
particular frameworks. This methodological defect may lead to very
unfavorable consequences.

In the present writing, the author makes references to one of such articles
and, referring to a debate with the author of that article, he will discuss the
above defect.
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