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Examining the concept of Imamate from the per-
spective of Zurarah and his Family (Al A‘yan)
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Abstract:
Zurarah Ibn A'yan was a renowned religious scholar, researcher and luminary
living in the second century in Kofa. Zurarah and his family are among the
influential figures in religious scholarship, rhetoric and Hadith, leaving
behind a rich legacy of hadiths and narrative accounts. His actions and schol-
arly understanding, his insightful comments and questions from Imams
and his quotations clearly prove him as having a prominent and influential
thoughtline and deductive reasoning. This paper aims to investigate signifi-
cant aspects of his thoughtline such as exploration of characteristics of Imam-
ate, definition of Imamate and guardiaship, the sphere of Imamate, major
characteristics of Imamate namely special knowledge, status and the elevated
position of Imamate. A careful investigation of ideology and propositions be-
longing to this religious researcher and rhetoric, draws the knowledge seekers
closer to having a better understanding of the concept of Imamate among

researchers and rhetoricians.

Keywords: urarah Ibn Ayan , knowledge of Imam, characteristics of Imam, the
status of religious authority, the status of obligatory obedience, exploration of

religion of religion.
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