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Delineating the Geometric Structure of
the Three Ghadir Khumm Sermons: A
Categorical Content Analysis Approach

Muhammad Etratdoust '/ Fathiyyeh Fattahizadeh?
Sayyideh Zaynab Hoseinzadeh?/ Muhammad-Rezaei moqadam*

Abstract

The Ghadir Khumm sermon of the Prophet Muhammad was certainly
a highly significant speech that he delivered before a large crowd of
Muslims in 10 AH/ 632. It contains important messages regarding the
real character of Islam and its constituting elements, including imamate
and vicegerency. Handed down in three wordings slightly at variance
with one another, a content analysis study was conducted on each of
the three versions so as to get to the essence of their messages. This
was followed by categorical content analyses so that the geometrical
structure of the content of each sermon is uncovered. Albeit some
minor variations, they are in complete agreement with each other, hence
mutually subject to being merged within each other. The resulting text
proves the authenticity and validity of the three versions.

Key words: The Ghadir Khumm Sermon, Imam Ali’s vicegerency,
content analysis method, categorical analysis, geometrical structure.
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