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Imam Ali’s Strategies in Confronting His
Opponents’ Projections

Valli Allah Hasoumi *
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Umm al-Banin Kikha 3
Abstract

After the demise of the Prophet Muhammad, some political currents tried
to change the public opinions in their own favor through making political
projections. It was the time of their seeking more power, hence making role-
models. In such a context, certain leanings and persons sought gaining more and
more power, hence the rulers resorted to projections to stir people’s feelings as
well as dividing them in effect of weakening the status of the Infallible Imam
in society. Based on a descriptive and analytical discourse-oriented approach,
the present paper attempts to analyze the very culture-making contexts that
reveal the strategies Imam Ali’s opponents utilized; it also delineates Imam
Ali’s strategies vis-a-vis such projections. Studies indicate that Imam Ali’s
defensive and preventive strategies were among his most ways to withstand
the projections of his opponents. From among his most widely-used strategies
were his addresses and letters wherein he combined directions and disclosures
simultaneously in the form of dialogues, speeches, and letters. In effect of these
efforts and in the light of sincerity and truthfulness, he achieved confronting his
opponents’ projections, hence he achieved safeguarding the reality of Shi’ism
and his own real character in history. Some of these policies bore fruit in either
the short or long terms.

Key words: Imam Ali, projection, strategies, psychological war.
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